like a winding sheet, enwrapping and strangling
him. At one of his entertainments he made a grim,
serio-comic allusion to this, "But/* cried he as he
came off the stage, "that was not a hit, was it?
The English are scary about death, 1*11 have to
cut it out**

He had become a contributor to Punch, a lucky
rather than smart business stroke, for it was not of
his own initiation. He did not continue his con-
tributions after he began to appear before the pub-
lic, and the discontinuance was made the occasion of
some ill-natured remarks in certain American
papers, which very much wounded him. They
were largely circulated and credited at the time, the
charge being that Messrs. Bradbury and Evans,
the publishers of the English charivari, had broken
with him because the English would not have him,
The truth is that their original proposal was made
to him, not by him to them, the price named
being fifteen guineas a letter. He asked permis-
sion to duplicate the arrangement with some New
York periodical, so as to secure an American copy-
right. This they refused. I read the correspond-
ence at the time. "Our aim,** they said, "in mak-
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